Surf City Town Council Meeting

Minutes

December 5, 2000

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 7 p.m., and Councilman Medlin gave the invocation.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, councilmembers Blizzard, Luther, and Helms, attorney Lanier, town manager Thomas, finance officer Kirk, and town clerk Chamblee.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the November 8 meeting were approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Subrecipient Agreement-HUD-DRU Funds for Fire Station Construction

Motion by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to let the mayor, town manager, and town attorney review the agreement and, if satisfactory, execute the subrecipient agreement for HUD-DRI funds allocated to the Town from Pender County to help fund construction of the new fire station.

Presentation to Jane Kirk

A proclamation was presented to Jane Kirk acknowledging her dedicated work for the Town as tax collector and finance officer, and complimenting her tax collection rate.

Public Hearing-Residential Setbacks in C-2 Commercial Districts

The public hearing was opened at 7:10 p.m.  Mr. Thomas informed Council that the planning board’s intent was that C-2 setback changes adopted in October were to apply to commercial uses only.   However, the ordinance changes reduced the setbacks for both commercial and residential uses.  The proposed ordinance amendments will change the setbacks for non-commercial uses to the original requirements.  Motion by Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to adopt the proposed amendments to the C-2 commercial district setback requirements.  

Request to Serve Wine in Town Hall

Trapper Cramer, a local artist, has asked for approval to serve wine at a reception in conjunction with a showing by local artists to be held at Town Hall December 8 & 9.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury not to allow any alcohol in any public building.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.  It was the consensus of Council for the town manager to draft a written policy and submit it for Council consideration.

Request for Horseback Ride on the Beach

The Surf City Volunteer Fire Department has again requested permission to conduct a horseback ride on the beach, on April 21.  The purpose of the event is a fundraiser for the volunteer department.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried to allow the horseback ride.  It was the consensus of Council for the town manager to draft an amendment to the ordinance in order to address future requests.

Gideon Square Sketch Plan

Motion by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to approve the Gideon Square Sketch Plan as presented.  Mr. Thomas suggested re-examining the C-3 lot width requirements to allow property owners better use of their property.  Motion by Councilman Medlin to ask the planning board to review the C-3 regulations and make recommen-
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dation to Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms.  Councilman Blizzard pointed out that the planning board spent a great deal of time on the C-3 requirements, and the 150 ft. lot width requirement was recommended by the planning board.   The motion carried with a 4 to 1 vote, Councilman Blizzard voting nay.

Waterfront Park Site Plan

Motion by Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to approve the proposed master plan for the waterfront park.

Intergovernmental Agreement-Boat Ramp   

The Town will be responsible for the overall maintenance of the parking area and park facilities, and the Wildlife Commission will construct and maintain a double boat ramp, associated dock facilities, and boat trailer parking area.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to approve the proposed intergovernmental agreement to construct the boat ramp and boat trailer parking facilities at the waterfront park.

Budget Amendment-Dune Planting

Motion by Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to adopt the budget amendment reflecting beach vegetation sales and expenses.

Planning Application Fees

Many applications require a great deal of review time by numerous town staff, and even though Town ordinances reference fees for specific planning and development applications, in many cases, no fees have ever been established.  Motion by Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried to adopt the planning and development application fees recommended by the town manager.

Donation of Beach Front Property

Councilman Medlin, his brother, and sister proposed to donate to the town a 45 x 145 foot beachfront lot at the end of Dolphin Street.  The property adjoins an existing 10-foot beach access.  At Councilman Medlin’s request, he was excused from voting by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.  The property was accepted by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

Tax Collection Order

Motion by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to adopt the tax collection order authorizing the tax collector to collect taxes set forth in the tax records for the Town of Surf City.

Council Planning Retreat

The town manager solicited input from Council concerning potential sites for the January planning retreat, as well as agenda items Council wishes to discuss.  Agenda items already submitted include long-range planning, budget planning objectives, key public facilities such as a conference center, and major planning and development issues.  It was the consensus of Council to hold the retreat relatively close to Surf City.
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Public Forum

*Joe Paliotti complained about vehicles driving on the dunes.  Trapper Cramer agreed that the $30 charged for a beach permit does not compensate for the damage the vehicles do to the dunes and beach.  Paul Dorazio said that the most damage and biggest problem occurs at high tide when vehicles ride high on the dunes.  Motion by Councilman Medlin to place discussion of beach permits on Council’s planning agenda.  There was no second to his motion.  Motion was made by Councilman Luther to direct staff to look into the problem.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

*Larry Steffee thanked Council for its action on the beach horseback ride for SCVFD, and complimented Council on the Christmas decorations.

Council Forum

*Councilman Helms thanked staff for the earlier reception at the Public Works/EOC building, and for the Christmas lights and locations of the decorations.

*Councilman Blizzard echoed the comments about the Christmas decorations.

*Councilman Medlin also complimented the decorations and added that the Town owed Charter Communications, especially Patti Severt and Jeff Thomas, and Jones-Onslow EMC thanks for their help in putting up the decorations for the Town.

*Mayor Pro Tem Albury was also complimentary about the decorations and stressed that she hopes before too long the Town will be able to have Christmas decorations throughout town.  She thanked Mrs. Kirk for the job she does for the town, the citizens for their participation at Council meetings, and Mrs. Kirk and Mrs. Chamblee for organizing the reception held earlier tonight.

*Councilman Luther presented information about the recent NC Shore and Beach Preservation meeting held in Wrightsville Beach.  He, four members of the Surf City Beach Renourishment Committee, and the town manager attended the meeting.  He found it interesting that FL and SC dedicate funds for beach renourishment.  Spencer Rogers and Tom Jarrett spoke of the importance of beach renourishment and the money is saved in the long term.  A NJ lobbyist was the guest speaker at the luncheon.  Councilman Luther will also attend a meeting tomorrow at Oak Island on beach renourishment.

*Mayor Guy discussed memos from North Topsail Beach concerning a request for a Surf City representative to meet with Representatives Walter Jones and Mike McIntyre to discuss island-wide beach renourishment, and a request for adoption of a resolution supporting North Topsail Beach’s request for legislative action to levy a three (3%) percent accommodation tax.  Councilman Luther and the town manager were appointed to represent Surf City in the meeting with Representatives Jones and McIntyre, and it was the consensus of Council to postpone action on an accommodations tax resolution. Mayor Guy wished a happy birthday to Connie, the Topsail Voice reporter, and complimented Muriel St. John on her performance in “Cooking with Guy”.

Manager’s Report

Mr. Thomas notified Council that the legislative study committee is close to making a decision about beach renourishment.  He also informed Council that the town is missing more than $1 million in tax valuations that were assessed by Pender County.  The county acknowledged there are problems, and after waiting three to four months to get the tax bills, they were still incorrect.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m.

_________________Town Clerk



___________________ Mayor

