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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

May 5, 2009
Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Medlin gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Councilwoman Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Director Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.
PROCLAMATION
Mayor Guy presented the Municipal Clerk Week May 3rd – 9th Proclamation to Town Clerk Patricia Arnold, National Police Week May 10th – 16th Proclamation to Police Chief Halstead, and Emergency Medical Services Week May 17th-243rd Proclamation to Fire Chief Rivenbark.

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy presented the Proclamations for the Home of the Month for May to Dorothy Dennett for her property located at 2021 N. Shore Drive and the Business of the Month for May to Harbor Sound at 808 Roland Ave.
Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the April 7, 2009 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilman Fowler and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:12 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on Community Based Hazard Mitigation Plan.
Manager Moore stated that a Hazard Mitigation Plan is required by FEMA for a town to be eligible for FEMA funds.  The plan is required to be updated every 5 years and after a declared event.  The current plan met State Compliance 7/20/05 and was adopted by the Surf City Council on 8/3/05.
Penny Tysinger work with committee to receive future grants and mitigation money.  She will give her recommendation and forward completed update to Hazard Mitigation Group for comments, FEMA for comments and then the Surf City Council will approve it at the end. 
Frank Camp-Campins, 101 S. Oak Drive, stated that since original 2004 there has been tremendous growth and he hoped that the update would include all the new development to make the plan balanced.
Penny stated yes the plan will be updated with all the growth that has occurred. 

Public Hearing was closed at 7:16 P.M.
TAX LIEN BALANCE OWED

Finance Director Jane Kirk presented the Council with the list of tax liens on real property for 2008. The Collection Rate is 95.3%. 

Planning Board Appointment

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to approve Larry Bartholomew as a member for the Planning Board. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously
RESOLUTION OPPOSING TRANSFER OF ALL STATE SECONDARY ROADS
Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the Resolution opposing transfer of all state secondary roads. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. Copy of Resolution is attached to these minutes.
REQUEST FOR USE OF BEACH ACCESS FOR SURFING CONTEST

Councilman Helms made a motion to approve the use of the access just north of Wilmington Ave as a back up for surfing contest. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously
Wastewater System UPDATE & WATER SYSTEM UPDATE
Gus Simmons, Cavanaugh & Associates
Mainland Pump Station

The Town had applied for funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) (stimulus bill) and although it seems the project would be funded in the first round, the Town learned approximately two (2) weeks ago that this project would not be funded in the first round. In conversations that Cavanaugh and the Town have had with the State staff administering the ARRA program, we believe this project has a good possibility of being funded in the second round. If the project is funded, the Town should be notified in July. Given the Town's opportunity to receive grant money and a zero percent interest loan for the portion that the Town will have to fund, the Town made the decision to delay the project in hopes of the successful grant award.

Cavanaugh has prepared, at the Town's request, and distributed a Notice to all Bidders for this project that the Town has decided to reject all bids and will rebid the project at a later date.

Surf City Wastewater Treatment Facilities

Functional and performance testing has been completed for all of the equipment and the treatment plant is in the process of start-up operations. Over the next three (3) weeks the Town will be building and strengthening the biomass in the plant required to perform treatment of the wastewater. During this period, the Town will be simultaneously operating the new and the old plants. The contractor has numerous punch-list items to complete over the next 30 days as well as fine tuning and finishing of several items, including final painting, final grading, seeding and improvement of the esthetics of the plants. It is anticipated that operations of the old plant will cease entirely by the end of May.

Juniper Swamp Forcemain: Performance testing completed in the month of April demonstrated the infiltration basin was performing near but not at expected levels. Cavanaugh has directed the Contractor to remobilize equipment to the infiltration basin to remove accumulated sediment from the bottom of the basin which was inhibiting its performance. Performance testing is continuing through these activities and will continue until satisfactory performance has been achieved. The Contractor also must complete final grading and seeding of the site. During the month of April, Jones-Onslow installed the permanent power supply for the infiltration basin. It is anticipated that the infiltration basin will be ready for use within two (2) weeks.

Phase 2 Disposal at Juniper Swamp: Land Management Group (LMG) has completed all of the soils work required on-site and are performing the last few aquifer tests required for completion of the design for all remaining disposal at the Juniper Swamp site. Preliminary results have been favorable and supported of both the Town's short-term and long-term disposal plans. Over the next couple of months Cavanaugh will be working closely with LMG and Town staff to complete the construction plan for the next phase of disposal at Juniper Swamp.

Phase 2 WWTP Expansion: Cavanaugh has made significant progress in the month of April towards completion of the construction plan and submittal package of the Phase 2 treatment plant design. At present, the project is progressing on schedule for a June submittal to the State.

Surf City Recreation Park Upgrade

Bids were opened on April 28, 2009, Cavanaugh had distributed 23 bid packages and at bid opening there were ten (10) bidders present. Unfortunately, all of the bids exceeded the Town's budget for the project. However, there were a number of things that were added to the project since the budget was created, including several items that were to be constructed as a part of the next phase of improvement to the recreational facility. Given this, it was anticipated that the bids, initially, would exceed the Town's budget for the project. Since bid opening, Cavanaugh has met with two (2) of the three (3) lowest bidders and all are confident that at least the original Phase 1 project, with a few of the desired additions can be constructed within the Town's budget. Over the next couple of weeks, Cavanaugh will work the bidders and Town staff to properly scope this phase of the project and will look to have executed contracts in the month of May. Assuming this is able to be accomplished, the recreational facility will be completed over the course of the summer and be ready for use this fall.

Water Treatment Plant Optimization Study

Cavanaugh has completed the Optimization Study, and has already worked with Town Staff to implement several no-cost improvements to the operation of the water plant. There are several items that may yet be implemented that will increase the performance

of the plant and reduce operating costs and chemical costs. Cavanaugh plans to meet with Town Staff and perform a comprehensive review of the findings and recommendations of the report in May.
Other Items of interest:
Cavanaugh assisted the Town with preparation and submission of several projects included in the Water System Master Plan and Sewer System Master Plan for Infrastructure Stimulus Funding. C&A has continued to work very closely with the State on the development of these two programs, and believe Surf City will be able to capitalize on these efforts. During the month of April the State staff administering these funds has continued to seek additional information regarding all of the projects submitted and there are numerous deadlines in the month of May for submission of information back to them. Cavanaugh is working diligently with Town staff to gather all of the information requested and provides support for the hopeful funding of several of the Town's projects.
Public Forum

Lilmar Taylor Williams, 1226 N. Shore Drive, wished that holes on the beach would be addressed with signs at each access and that the fine be increased to $100.00.
Brenda Golder, 1313 N. New River Drive,   asked that all the little signs at the accesses be incorporated into one bulletin board size sign.
Jeanie Dennett, 2021 N. Shore Drive,  asked that keep off the dune signs were placed on the beach side of the dunes.
Frank Camp-Campins, 101 S. Oak Drive, stated that with all the dollars spent on studies and infrastructure, he hoped that the town could highlight all its accomplishments.  It is earned and deserved.
Council Forum 

Councilman Curley thanked everyone for coming and for their input.  He wished everyone a Happy Mothers Day.
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin thanked everyone for coming and wished everyone a Happy Mothers Day.
Councilwoman Albury thanked everyone for coming and asked if anyone can spend time with your mom to please do so.
Councilman Fowler thanked everyone for the great ideas, giving Council direction, and wished everyone a Happy Mothers Day.
Councilman Helms wished everyone a Happy Mothers Day and a great weekend.
Mayor Guy thanked everyone for coming and for the fresh ideas.
· School Calendar – Senator Soles and Representative Justice are in favor of leaving start date at August 29th to help kids who work and business
· Swine Flu – staff is in contact with the Health Depart for updates and prevention.
· Thank you note from Councilman Michael Curley for the flowers he received after his knee surgery.
Manager Report

· Boot Drive – A request was made by Surf City Volunteer Fire Department to hold a boot drive at the intersection of Hwy 50/210 Saturday May 23, Memorial Day weekend 9:00-2:00 to raise money for equipment for one of their trucks.  The Town of Surf City Fire Department has already put in a request for a Boot Drive that day at the Surf City Bridge for Muscular Dystrophy. 
Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the Town of Surf City permission to hold their boot drive on Saturday May 23rd.  The Request from SCVFD was rejected and Council asked that they pick another day to hold it.  Manager Moore is to decide on the changed date. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

· Resolution signed by Onslow County on distribution of sales tax. Copy of Resolution is attached to theses minutes. 
Town Attorney Report
No report at this time.
Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Helms and seconded by Councilman Fowler. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

Patricia E. Arnold, CMC Town Clerk                                    A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor






