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The Senate Energy and Water De-
velopment Appropriations Sub-
committee held a hearing on April 
5 to discuss the FY 2007 budget 
for the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACE). 

In his opening remarks, Subcom-
mittee Chairman Pete Domenici 
(R-NM) characterized the Presi-
dent’s FY07 budget proposal as a 
“mess.”   He told the Corps officials 
that they should not expect the 
Senate to follow the recommenda-
tions outlined in the President’s 
budget. 

Senator Kit Bond (R-MO), who also 
serves as Chairman of the Senate 
Transportation and Infrastructure 

Subcommittee, reported that the 
Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) remains stalled.   

Bond explained that he has re-
solved the concerns that the Of-
fice and Management and Budget 
(OMB) initially raised about the 
cost of the WRDA bill.   

However, he noted that a very 
small group of senators continue 
to block action on WRDA in spite 
of an overwhelming majority who 
want to see the bill advance to the 
Senate floor this spring. 

Other senators at the hearing fo-
cused their questions and com-
ments on specific project funding 
and contracting issues. 

Senate Appropriators Discuss 
Corps’ Budget, WRDA 

The upcoming hurricane season 
may have above average activity 
but will not likely match the ex-
treme levels of 2005. 

Dr. William Gray, an atmospheric 
science professor from Colorado 
State University, released his 23rd 
annual hurricane forecast last 
week.  

Dr. Gray’s team expects that there 

will be 17 named storms in the 
Atlantic basin, with nine of these 
reaching hurricane strength. 

Five of the hurricanes are ex-
pected to reach at least Category 
3 (wind speed of 111 mph). 

The predictions note that there is 
an 81% chance that a major hurri-
cane will make landfall on the U.S. 
coastline this season. 

2006 Hurricane Forecast:   
Active Season, Calmer Than 2005 
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Current Issues in Washington 

Both the House and Senate will 
stand in recess from April 10-24. 

The House left Washington with-
out approving its version of the FY 
2007 Budget Resolution.   Appro-
priators, conservatives, and moder-
ate Republicans could not reach 
an agreement on spending levels 
and budget process reforms. 

House Majority Leader John 
Boehner (R-OH) expressed hope 
that the disagreements will be re-
solved once Members return after 
the recess. 

The Senate approved its version of 
the budget resolution on March 
16. 

 

If you have questions or need ad-
ditional information,               

please contact: 

beaches@marloweco.com 
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In an effort to gather data that 
samples the numbers and geo-
graphical diversity of people using 
America's beaches, we are asking 
all beach communities to get the 
following information to the ex-
tent they can arrange to do so: 

1.  How many people use your 
beach on Memorial Day (or July 
4th)?     [NOTE:  Would those com-

munities that already 
survey their beach atten-
dance please send us an 
email message stating 
how they achieve this 
count.  We will pass that 
along to any community 
that contacts us.  Fly-
overs are often used to 
get beach attendance 
estimates.] 

2.  Using property ownership re-
cords, please check the ownership 
of homes in your community (or in 
what you consider the beach por-
tion of your community) to deter-
mine which states are the primary 
residences of these property own-
ers and make a list of those states. 

3.  Getting the cooperation of real-
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tors, please determine ZIP Codes 
for all of last year's renters of cot-
tages.  If hotel/motel tourism is 
big, try to get the ZIP Codes for all 
tourists in beach season.  We do 
not want names or any part of the 
address other than ZIP codes. 

If you can get any or all of this in-
formation by the first week of 
June, please let us know. 

If you can get the information at 
some later date, please let us 
know when it will be available.  

Results will be shared with all re-
spondents and the American 
Shore and Beach Preservation As-
sociation (ASBPA). 

Questions and responses can be 
directed to this email address:   
beaches@marloweco.com. 

"Wrightsville Beach is the gold standard when it comes to beach 
renourishment!  Quality well-nourished beaches benefit those who 
come to vacation, provide economic opportunities for citizens, and 
protect property and the environment.  Our nation must remain 
committed to funding our coast because our coasts are national 
treasures, and I am very pleased to have helped secure federal funds to 
keep the renourishment of Wrightsville Beach moving forward." 

U.S. Congressman Mike McIntyre (D-NC) 

Spotlight:  Wrightsville Beach Project Moves Forward 

 

for the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers since 1962.   

The area was scheduled for a peri-
odic renourishment this fiscal year 
but federal budget issues and ris-
ing dredging costs threatened to 
derail the project. 

After enduring a series of delays 
and funding issues, the beach re-
nourishment project at Wrights-
ville Beach, North Carolina began 
this month. Work is expected to be 
completed over the several  
weeks. 

The beach has been an authorized 
federal shore protection project 

Portions of the beach were dam-
aged by Hurricane Ophelia last 
year.   

Local and state officials worked 
with Congressman McIntyre (D-
NC) and Senators Dole and Burr 
(R-NC) to secure the necessary 
funds to keep this project on track.   
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The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) re-
cently announced the completion 
of the Great Lakes Operational 
Forecast System, as it began op-
eration of coastal forecast systems 
for Lakes Superior, Huron and On-
tario.  

It provides lake carriers, mariners, 
port managers, emergency re-
sponse teams and recreational 
boaters with present and future 
conditions of water levels, water 
currents and water temperatures.  

"The completion of this system is a 
key milestone in NOAA's continu-
ing efforts to develop and imple-
ment sophisticated prediction 
products and services to support 

our nation's maritime commerce," 
said John Dunnigan, assistant ad-
ministrator for the NOAA Ocean 
Service.  

The Great Lakes Forecasting Sys-
tem is the combination of two 
NOAA products: "nowcast" for pre-
sent conditions and "forecast" 
guidance for future conditions.  

In addition to supporting critical 
economic uses, the system also 
will enhance efforts to promote 
public safety by providing better 
navigational and coastal informa-
tion to civil authorities and coastal 
managers involved in search and 
rescue missions and other emer-
gency response operations. 

Great Lakes Forecast System Completed 
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local officials from coastal states 
issued proclamations in support of 
Clean Beaches Week. 

Several Members of Congress have 
joined Pallone and Shaw as co-
sponsors of this year’s resolution.    

To ask your Representative to co-
sponsor the Beach Resolution, 
please visit capwiz.com/mandcmp 
and select the “Celebrate Clean 
Beaches!” alert. 

The Clean Beaches Council web-
site has further details about the 
2006 National Clean Beaches 
Week:  www.cleanbeaches.org. 

Congressman Frank Pallone (D-NJ) 
and E. Clay Shaw (R-FL) recently 
introduced a resolution in support 
of the upcoming National Clean 
Beaches Week.  Pallone and Shaw 
are co-chairmen of the Congres-
sional Coastal Caucus. 

The resolution, H. Res. 760, also 
recognizes the significant role that 
America’s beaches play in our na-
tion’s economy and culture. 

The third annual National Clean 
Beaches Week will begin June 29 
and run through July 5, 2006. 

Last year, several governors and 

Beach Resolution Introduced in Congress 

USGS Posts Information about coastal and sea-floor mapping on the Web 

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)'s Western Coastal and Marine Geology (WCMG) team has posted a 
set of web pages that describe the coastal- and sea-floor-mapping systems used by the team.  

The new web pages provide a quick overview about how USGS maps the deep ocean floor, coastal 
areas, and beaches.  To see the information, visit walrus.wr.usgs.gov/mapping/.  
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The Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee approved a Fiscal Year 
2006 supplemental appropriations 
bill last week that is $15 billion 
more than the White House re-
quested.   

The bill focuses on funding the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
continued recovery efforts from 
the Gulf Coast hurricanes, but also 
includes funding for fighting avian 
flu, providing relief to drought-
plagued areas of the West, and 
improving port security.   

The $106.5 billion supplemental 
package enjoyed bipartisan sup-
port during committee considera-
tion, with Senators adding an av-
erage of $80 million per minute 
during the two-hour long 
markup.   

The White House has spoken out 
against the escalating price tag of 
the bill.  Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) spokesman 
Scott Milburn stated, “The contin-
ued progress toward passage is 
good news, but the Senate com-
mittee’s funding level is signifi-
cantly higher than the president’s 
request and that’s a cause for seri-
ous concern.” 

The House passed a $92 billion 
supplemental package several 
weeks ago.  The funding differ-
ences between the two chambers 
will have to be worked out when 
the Senate and House go to con-
ference over the bill.   

Some senators have voiced oppo-
sition to the ballooning Senate bill 
and have pledged to fight the cost 
during conference consideration.   

Senate Budget Committee Chair-
man, Senator Judd Gregg (R-NH), 
stated that the bill should be cut 
back to the $92 billion amount 
requested by the administration 
and approved by the House.  But 
Chairman Gregg also stated that 
he was prepared to introduce an 
amendment to the bill that would 
increase spending on border secu-
rity by more than $1 billion.   

Gulf Coast Senators, including 
Mary Landrieu (D-LA) and David 
Vitter (R-LA) continue to press for 
increased funding for flood con-
trol projects.  Senator Vitter stated 
that his region “cannot afford ad-
ditional months of stonewalling 
with a new hurricane season right 
around the corner.” 

Supplemental Funding Package Continues to Balloon 
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Coastal Barrier Resources Act Subject of House Hearing 
The House Fisheries and Oceans 
Subcommittee heard testimony 
last week regarding possible ex-
emptions and boundary modifica-
tions for areas currently subject to 
federal regulations under the 
Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
(CBRA).   

Lands and property under CBRA 
protection are not eligible for fed-

eral assistance, including flood in-
surance. 

During the hearing, Subcommittee 
Chairman Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD) 
stated that his committee and oth-
ers need to continue to address 
flood insurance reforms and im-
provements. 

Outdated or inaccurate maps that 
depict CBRA areas need to be up-

dated with modern digital map-
ping techniques.  Some private 
property has been incorrectly 
identified in the CBRA maps, pre-
venting property owners from ob-
taining flood insurance coverage.  

The Subcommittee may consider 
these bills that make technical 
changes to areas in Florida, Geor-
gia, and Texas at a later date. 

Highlights of Senate version of the 
Emergency Supplemental bill 

● The legislation reauthorizes the 
Corps of Engineers’ National 
Shoreline Erosion Control Devel-
opment and Demonstration Pro-
gram (Section 227 program).  The 
program’s authority expired last 
year. 

● Senators also included language 
aimed at clarifying current repro-
gramming authority for the 
Corps, emphasizing that projects 
that received funding from Con-
gress may also receive repro-
grammed funds, even if the pro-
ject was not in the President’s 
budget. 
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Conference Announcements 

 

2006 National Hurricane Conference.  

Organizer: Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Association.  

Orlando, Florida: April 10-14, 2006.  

This conference is sponsored by a number of international, federal, and state gov-
ernment organizations and nonprofit organizations. The primary goal of the con-
ference is to improve hurricane preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation in 
order to save lives and property in the United States and the tropical islands of the 
Caribbean and the Pacific.  

The conference serves as a national forum for federal, state, and local officials to 
exchange ideas and recommend new policies to improve emergency manage-

ment. For more information, contact National Hurricane Conference, 2952 Wellington Circle, Tallahassee, FL 
32309; (850) 906-9224; e-mail: mail@hurricanemeeting.com; http://www.hurricanemeeting.com/. 
 

 

Ready! The Emergency Preparedness and Response Conference and Exposition.  

Organizer: GovSec.  

Washington, DC: April 25-27, 2006.  

This conference will provide solutions to state and local officials responsible for emergency preparedness and 
first responders to help coordinate incident planning and management efforts.  

The conference will include trainings and workshops, concurrent sessions, technology showcases, and net-
working opportunities. For more information, contact Michele Nebel, GovSec U.S. Law and Ready!, 313 South 
Patrick Street, Alexandria, VA 22314; (800) 687-7469; e-mail: Peakemnpeake@ntpshow.com; http://
www.readyusainfo.com/. 
 

 

First MMS Marine Minerals Program Information Transfer Meeting. 

Organizer: Minerals Management Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  

Melbourne, FL: June 20-26, 2006.  

The meeting will highlight the work of the Agency’s Marine Minerals Program 
and is intended to foster coordination and communication among interested 
parties relative to offshore sand borrow investigations in Federal waters and 
the conduct of environmental studies to evaluate the effects of dredging for 
beach nourishment. These studies are used in the development of leases 
which allow for the use of Federal sand for coastal restoration and wetlands 
protection projects. 

Information on the conference can be found online at http://www.mms.gov/sandandgravel/ or by contact-
ing Barry Drucker, MMS Physical Scientist, at 703-787-1296, or by email at barry.drucker@mms.gov.  

 

Send your conference or event announcements to beaches@marloweco.com . 

 


