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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

April 1, 2008
Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Medlin gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Councilwoman Albury and Councilmen Fowler and Helms, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Director Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.
PROCLAMATION

Mayor Guy read the Spring Litter Sweep Proclamation for April 19 – May 3, 2008.
Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Brenda Golder, member of the Beautification & Appearance Committee, presented the Home of the Month for April to David Marshburn for property located at 2011 N. New River Drive and the Business of the Month for April to P&L Ventures located at The Corner, 206 N. Topsail Drive.
Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the March 4, 2008 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Fowler to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

One Stop Voting
Manager Moore stated that the clerk had spoke with Pender County Board of Elections Director Dennis Boyles and he advised that we could have one stop voting for municipal elections which the town would have to pay the funds for the services used.  

However we can not have one stop voting for this Presidential election. The future will tell on how things change with funds for voting machines. 

Consensus of the Council was to table a decision and talk with Topsail Beach.

Onslow County Voting Problems
Manager Moore stated that the clerk was directed to contact and get responses regarding voting problems in our Onslow County portion of Surf City.
Attached to these minutes are the responses that were received from State Board of Elections, Onslow County Board of Elections, and Pender County Board of Elections.
Appointment to Beautification & Appearance Committee
Lynda Bryan was appointed to the Beautification & Appearance Committee by Councilwoman Albury.
Budget Amendment
Finance Director Jane Kirk presented to Council a request for a budget amendment needed for the Sewer Capital Project Fund and Accommodation Tax Revenue Fund.
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made the motioned to approve the budget amendment.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.  Copy of budget amendment is attached to these minutes.
Gateway Plaza Out parcel A Site Plan
Town Planner Rademacher stated that the developer, Surf City Gateway Plaza, Inc, is requesting the approval of a multi-tenant building on Out-Parcel A at Gateway plaza.  The proposed project consists of three 1-story buildings that will total slightly more that 10,000 square feet in size. The building is intended to house multiple uses including office, retail and restaurant. All parking requirements are met on this site plan for a multi-tenant structure with a total of 40 parking spaces being provided as two handicap spaces. 

All access to the site shall be provided through the existing entrances to the Gateway Plaza shopping center.  NCDOT has reviewed this plan for compliance.

A state storm water permit is required on this site as it is part of a larger development and will be designed and engineered to state storm water standards.  Landscaping for the site will be done in accordance with the ordinance and will match the existing landscaping that is run throughout the remainder of the Gateway Plaza.  The developer will need to show shrubs 4 feet on center around the perimeter of the parking lot.

A continuous sidewalk will be run around the site and interconnect with the existing sidewalk.  The developer is showing the location of the light poles on the site which are to match the poles in Gateway Plaza.  The developer has submitted plans to the lighting manufacturer for a lighting plan but has not received them back at this time.

The Planning Board recommends approval with the following comments:
1. The site plan show shrubs around the parking lot as denoted in the ordinance.

2. A lighting plan and NCDOT approval is received prior to the issuance of building permits.

Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the Gateway Plaza Out-Parcel A Site Plan as recommended with comments by the Planning Board. Mayor Pro Tem Medlin seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Verification from Municipality Resolution (TSCVFD)

Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the Resolution for Verification from Municipality for the TSCVFD. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously 

Wastewater System update Manager Moore
· Mainland Pump Station - The project continues to progress on schedule for an April permit submission, with permit issuance expected by the first of June 2008.  If the Town wishes to begin construction of this pump station as soon as possible, the project can be let for bid in June, with anticipated start of construction in July, 2008.    

· Surf City Wastewater Treatment Facilities - Seaside Environmental Constructors continues to make good progress, in accordance with the schedule that was presented to the Town at the pre-construction meeting.  The Town participated in an official ground-breaking this month, and ‘ground-breaking’ is an understatement.  Seaside has cleared and grubbed the area of the site that will host the majority of the treatment works.  Through continuous dewatering of the site, they have been able to establish the rough grade for the site, and perform several excavations.  This week, test piles have been installed, and the contractor is preparing to begin installation of the production piles, which will take 4-6 weeks.  Cavanaugh has several staff members that are interfacing with the contractor daily, and the project, overall, is progressing very well.

· Juniper Swamp Effluent Forcemain and Infiltration Basin -  project was advertised for bid, and bids were opened on March 11, 2008.  The Town received ten (10) qualified bids for the project.  Two alternates were presented for the bidders in an effort to seek the most cost effective delivery of the project.  The base bids for the project ranged from just over $2.6 million to over $4.5 million, which is a significant spread for this project.  Upon evaluation of the bids, and discussions with several of the bidders after the bid opening, Cavanaugh believes that significant variations in material prices was the primary instigation of the wide range of bids.  The bid tabulation has been prepared and delivered to the Town.  Cavanaugh is prepared to proceed upon the decision and direction of the Town.

Manager Moore stated that staff and engineers have met with the apparent low bidders Samuel Faulkner and East Coast Contracting, Inc. References have been checked and the engineers feel confident that he can do the job.

When questioned on the price for the infiltration basin he assured the staff and engineers that he could do it for that price.  

Councilman Helms asked if the town was going to have them come back later and say that he didn’t put it in his bid correctly.

Councilwoman Albury asked if he did the work or if he sub-contracted everything out.

Manager Moore stated that yes he did subcontract out the work but that his references stated that he did a good job and was on time.

Councilman Fowler can we put it in the contract to complete the project as planned and contracted time frame.

Manager Moore stated yes that if he failed that the Town could take the bond that he had to post. 

The project was bid to be done when the WWTP is completed but that it should only take approximately 4 months. 

Councilman Curley made a motion to award the bid to the apparent low bidder Samuel Faulkner. Councilwoman Albury seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

water system update Manager Moore 
Water Treatment Plant is on schedule and should be completed by the May deadline. 

Public Forum

Leonard Denitis, 126 N. Bermuda Landing, North Topsail Beach, stated that he has businesses here and in North Topsail Beach and is very impressed with Surf City and that Surf City is very professional and thanked them.
David & Margaret Perkins, 2320 S. Shore Drive, stated that they were concerned about animal waste on the beach and requested that the mutt mitts be placed back on the beach side where people could see and use them.

Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the moving of the mutt mitts back to the beach side. Mayor Pro Tem Medlin seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Mo Afify, 2102 S. Shore Drive, stated that he had seen “Keep off the Dune” signs and wanted to ask how to get some.

Mayor Guy stated that property owners can purchase them from the Town and they can places them on their dunes.

Brenda Golder, 1313 N. New River Drive, stated that she has run people off the dunes but there is not enough enforcement on the beach.  She feels that having this kind of information at the welcome center when it opens would be great.

Mayor Guy stated that he will talk to the Police about enforcement. 
Council Forum 

Councilman Curley thanked everyone for being here and voicing their opinion.  It’s important that you attend. 
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin welcomed everyone and stated that the Council gets ideas from the citizens and the Council is here to listen.  He thanked everyone for coming. 
Councilwoman Albury thanked everyone for coming.

Councilman Fowler thanked everyone for comments and making the Council aware of their concerns.  The 2nd Women’s Expo was last Saturday with a wonderful turn out.
Kristie Grubb, Director of Parks & Recreation, stated that the Expo went wonderfully and with the same number of vendors there were 50 more people than last year.  She had spoken to two businesses that commented saying that the exposure had already benefited their business.  The Expo was to make people aware of what is offered in Surf City.
Councilman Helms thanked everyone for coming and hoped everyone had a Happy Easter.
Mayor Guy

· April 15-16 lane closure on swing bridge.
· May 14-16 Yard Debris pickup

· Mr. Boyce Kay request that the Town buy vegetation plants and allow the oceanfront property owners to plant them at their expense. 

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to purchase plants and give them to the homeowners. Councilwoman Albury seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

The plants should be available May 1, 2008 and should be planted by June 15, 2008.

· Paving on S. Shore Drive from the s curve to the Topsail Beach town line will start this week,  must be done by Memorial Day, and one lane of traffic will be closed. 

Manager Report

· Onslow County Commissioners will hold a special meeting Wednesday at 2:00 in Richlands regarding sales tax distribution.  They have the option every April to change the method. 
· Onslow County Interlocal Agreement for Business Tax Audit

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement for Business Tax Audit. Councilwoman Albury seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

· Coastal Resources Commission discussed set backs, vegetation line, cantilevers, and sandbags at their last meeting, 

Town Attorney Report


Attorney Lanier stated that he will be on a conference call tomorrow with Clean Water Trust Fund and the bank discussing Town projects.
Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. upon the motion by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Fowler. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

Patricia E. Arnold, CMC Town Clerk                                    A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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