Special Council Meeting

December 18, 2000

Mayor Guy called the special council meeting to consider review and approval of the subrecipient agreement with Pender County for federal disaster recovery assistance to order at 8:15 a.m.  Also present for the meeting were council members Luther, Albury, Medlin, and Blizzard, the town attorney, town manager, finance officer, and town clerk.  Council member Helms was absent from the meeting.

Subrecipient Agreement

David Harris of RSM Harris Associates informed Council that he had reviewed the documentation, and that there was no single item that raised a red flag that HUD would use to require repayment.  Although he could not guarantee what HUD officials would do, he said that he believed, based on his experience, and the fact that the County had been able to recreate information, HUD would look at this in the context of the overall situation, and any financial liability would be minimal.  

In response to Councilman Medlin’s question concerning disallowed costs, Mr. Harris advised that if there were disallowed costs, all would be disallowed; it would be all or none, but again, within the overall context, the Town has enough documentation and followed every step appropriately as far as construction of the facility, and spent the funds appropriately.  With the Town’s and County’s efforts, enough documentation should be provided to make it unlikely that HUD will require repayment of funds.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried to approve the manager’s recommendation (to approve the execution of the agreement, direct the Town staff to document the circumstances of the request and agreement in the event that the Town should become exposed to repayment liability later, and ask that the County hold the Town harmless and indemnify the Town from any repayment demand arising from requirement with which the Town never had an opportunity to comply), and execute the subrecipient agreement.  County Commissioner Carolyn Justice commented that she did not believe there would be any major problem, and as an elected official, if anything does happen, Pender County would not let the Town “go down” alone.  

Power Outage

Motion by Councilman Luther, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried to approve the press release concerning the Town’s dissatisfaction with the power outage scheduled by Jones-Onslow EMC for Thursday, December 21 from approximately 1:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Trained Drug Dog

A trained drug dog has been offered, at no cost, to the police department.  The first year’s cost is estimated at $1000, and about half that amount in subsequent years to cover food and veterinary costs.  Corporal Cunio will be trained as the handler, and will keep the dog at his house.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and seconded by Councilman Luther to approve the recommendation from staff to accept the dog.   The motion passed by a vote of 3 to 1, with Councilman Blizzard voting against a canine patrol.  

Closed Session-Personnel & Real Estate Discussion

Council went into closed session at 8:38 a.m. to discuss personnel and real estate by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Council returned to regular session at 9 a.m., and the meeting was adjourned by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.
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Closed Session

Mr. Thomas informed Council that he received information last week from Councilman Blizzard concerning misrepresentation of volunteer firefighters training and subsequent pay as well as paid firefighters not working the times they’re paid to work, but being paid for the time.  Mr. Thomas will investigate the charges right after Christmas by pulling together a number of people in a short period of time.  He encouraged council members not to say anything about the investigation.  

In response to Mayor Pro Tem Albury’s question about the closing date for the park property, Mr. Thomas informed Council that he received a call last Thursday from attorneys Biberstein and Nunalee about the easement width of the property.  Mr. Biberstein represents the Yows and Mr. Nunalee represents the Blacks.  Council agreed that it would not be a big issue if the easement were reduced a few feet; a 30’ easement would probably be sufficient.  Attorney Lanier has completed the title work, and the Town is ready to close at any time. Everything is ready to submit an application for a major CAMA permit.   Attorney Lanier believes that closing will take place after the first of the year, and recommended accepting the easement offered.  If necessary, the Town can condemn a small part of the right-of-way and not have to pay so much for it.

Closing on the Tracy Johnson property should occur at any time.

There was no other business and Council returned to open session at 9 a.m. by motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.
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