Town of Surf City

Special Council Meeting 

May 27, 2003

Mayor Guy called the special meeting for a budget workshop for the fiscal 2003-2004 budget to order at 5:30 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Director Jane Kirk, Police Chief Michael Halstead, Assistant Fire Chief Charles Newman, Inspector Steve Padgett, Town Planner Todd Rademacher, and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold. Also present was the Greater Topsail Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Executive Director Jeanette Masters and Treasurer of the Board Bill Feige, and Bob Nolley.  

Budget Review

Mr. Moore reviewed the budget message, going through every department’s budget request and showing the Manager’s recommendations. The Council was presented  with figures for interfund transfers and capitol projects from the General Fund. 

Ocean Front Property Fees

Bob Nolley requested the council revisit the funds from the ocean front property fees for beach renourishment.

Sea Oats/Dune Plants

Councilman Luther recommended that we promote sea oats and dune plants to the homeowners.  Councilman Luther requested that we find out how many people have participated this year through the program run by Barbara’s Bloomers and Cape Fear Farms (800-331-7409).

Soundside Park

Councilman Helms requested personnel for the park when games start, feeling that the town will need someone there to watch over things. 

Community Building Grant

Mr. Moore advised the town had approximately 14 months left to make a decision on using the grant or returning the funds. Original grant was for 23 acres but may be allowed to lower to 10 acres with the building being half the size of original application. 

EMS

Councilman Curley request Jane Kirk to monitor County Wide EMS system with help 

from Fire and Police and have a workshop with stats in October or November. 
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Greater Topsail Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism

Executive Director Jeanette Masters and Treasurer Bill Feige presented Council with a request for funding for the fiscal year 2003-2004.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury suggested awarding the Chamber with $27,500. Council Luther suggested $30,000 but the council decided to fund the Chamber with $27,500.

Holly Ridge Fireworks
Councilman Helms suggested since the town does it’s own fireworks to stop funding Holly Ridge Fireworks.  Council agreed to help fund Holly Ridge Fireworks for the summer of 2003 but will not in provide funds for summer of 2004.

Sewer

Request was made to have a workshop regarding sewer.  Councilman Helms questioned if there was any money in water for hydrants.

Soundside Park Property

Council directed the Town Manager to find a lower interest rate for the Soundside Park property.

Parking 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury requested a cost estimate to fix the parking at the corner of Roland Ave and N. Shore Drive at the old fire department lot.

Upon motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Medlin the special council meeting for a budget workshop was recessed until June 4, 2003 at 5:30 p.m. Council unanimously approved the motion.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.


_________________________


______________________________

Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

