Town of Surf City

Special Council Meeting Minutes

February 2, 2002

Mayor Guy called the informational meeting held by the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:30 a.m.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms, Luther, Medlin, and Curley, town attorney, Charles Lanier, town manager, Patrick Thomas, and town clerk, Janet Chamblee.  

Upon motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second of Councilman Helms, Council went into closed session at 7:32 a.m. to consult with the town attorney.  Council returned to open session at 8:58 a.m. upon motion of Councilman Medlin and second of Councilman Luther, and the meeting was recessed until 9:30 a.m. at the Surf City Fire Department on Wilmington Avenue. 

Mayor Guy reconvened the special Council meeting at 9:33 a.m.  Councilman Helms led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and Councilman Luther gave the invocation.

Mayor Guy informed the audience that after searching for a site for many years, the Town had an option to purchase two lots on Crutchfield Avenue for the purpose of constructing a water tank for the primary benefit of residents and properties in the southern part of Surf City, and that the seller had voluntarily extended the closing to an undetermined date.

David Dickenson, engineer with Engineering Services, PA. presented an overview of the Town’s need for additional water storage.  Don Butler, engineer with Criser and Troutman Consulting Engineers, referenced the studies his firm had completed for the Town, and stressed that the end results were that the southern parts of the water system have low pressures and low flows even in the winter time.  He advised that the fire department hooking to hydrants on the southern end of the system to fight a fire could cause a deficit and contaminate the system.  He stated that from studies his firm had completed, he could not recommend placing an additional tank anywhere except the area of Surf City between Sandy Ridge Subdivision and the south end of Town.  

Ken Bogan, Surf City firefighter, referred to 2.5 years of fire flow records, which showed pressures at the hydrants on the south end of town to be extremely deficient.  For this meeting, he said that fire department personnel had used three streets at the south end of town to determine fire flows. They found that Hispanola Lane, Beachwood Drive, and Crutchfield Avenue all had inadequate water available, and that it would be extremely difficult to protect life and property and the lives of firefighters in the event of a fire, and that a break in the line would result in the fire department losing the capability to fight fires.  He also advised that the fire department did not conduct fire flow tests during the tourist season; the fire flow test results recently obtained were the best flows that would ever be available on the southern end of Town.

Mr. Thomas reviewed good neighbor measures that the Town Council had agreed to take.  He said that the Town had looked for a site at least 100’ x 100’ in order to provide working room around the tank and some buffer from the neighboring lots.  He said the Council also committed to the only use of the site being for the water tank, that the tank design-although more expensive- would be different from the existing tank design because it would be more streamlined and spherical with a small base.  Mr. Thomas further stated that the Town would solicit input from the neighborhood about landscaping, fencing, etc.

Debra Hicks, 2905 S. Shore Drive, Surf City, introduced Ken Shanklin, attorney, and Frank Stansbury, who were spokespersons for the neighborhood.
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Mr. Shanklin questioned the initial study for placement of an additional water tank, the criteria for selection of a site, whether a CAMA permit was required, whether the beach erosion across from the selected site had been considered, whether other sites were located in existing subdivisions with restrictive covenants, and whether a conditional use permit was required.

Mr. Stansbury, 100 Foxcroft Lane, Durham, asked when the Town was going to let the property owners know about the offer to purchase the property.  He questioned the different ISO inspection criteria for a fire rating, and suggested water relays for fire fighting rather than an additional storage tank.  He asked who in attendance would like a water tower in their back yard, and advised that the Crutchfield Avenue group would fight the tower going in their neighborhood because he believed there were other avenues the town could take such as placing the tank on the mainland.  He requested access to Town Hall following the meeting to get voter registration change forms. In conclusion, Mr. Stansbury said that he was willing to work with the Town to find a better location than in his back yard.

Debra Hicks, 2905 S. Shore Drive, referenced the article in The Topsail Voice about the sand bags on the beach, feared that the water tower would fall, expressed concerns about a decrease in property values and aesthetics, said she had 84 signatures on a petition objecting to the water tower, and believed that the Town had a responsibility to explore other possibilities, but had not done so. 

Jack Solak, 2408 S. Shore Drive, Surf City, said he was a full time resident who had served on the committee that tried to locate a site for the water tower.  He said that he wouldn’t mind having it across the street from his house. He also said that the water pressure on the south end of Surf City was “extremely bad” and that a water tower was desperately needed south of the “S” curve.

Johnnie Sheppard, PO Box 122, Pink Hill, said that his home and 12 to 14 other homes would be in jeopardy and could be hit if something happened to the tower.

Beata Youngdahl, 213 Pineburr Road, Greensboro, asked how long the Town had looked for a site because they had the same lots for sale two years ago and the Town didn’t purchase them then. 

Don Neal, 512 Parkwood Lane, Goldsboro, wanted to know if alternate sites at the southern end of Town had been explored.  Mr. Neal asked Mayor Guy if, in his opinion, the property values in Grace’s Haven Subdivision would be affected by a water tower, and if so, whether the Town had thought of any ways the property owners could be compensated to offset Mr. Neal’s estimate of 30 percent reduction in property values.

S. R. Dorman, 713 Westbrook Avenue, Dunn, said that he had purchased his property because of the natural surroundings and because of the strong neighborly bond.  He said that he would, if necessary, go to the U.S. Supreme Court to fight the location of a water tower in his neighborhood.

Beth Stansbury, 142 Emerald Circle, Durham, projected that installation of a water tank would result in 1.4 miles of property values falling.
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Mary Glenn Johnson, 707 Bray Street, Wallace, said that the Town’s lift station behind her house had a chain link fence around it and was never landscaped or attended.

Frank Stansbury said that Dr. Fred Lopp was developing a new subdivision down the next street.

Debra Hicks felt as though the property owners barely got proper notice, and said that she wanted adequate notification.

Ollie Angel, 3214 Kendale Drive, Sanford, wanted personal notification, not notification to a spokesperson only.

Brenda Boone wanted notification days before, instead of after.

Ms. Hicks stated that she and Frank Stansbury were co-chairs and had retained Mr. Shanklin together.

Duane Youngdahl, 213 Pineburr Road, Greensboro, said that he previously owned the two lots on Crutchfield Avenue that the Town plans to purchase, and asked why the Town had not contacted him if it was diligently looking for a water tower site.  

Mr. Shanklin touched on the emotion and economics involved in locating a water tower in a residential area.  He asked when the Town would close on the purchase of the property and asked for an opportunity to meet with Council before closing.  He said that he would speak with the town attorney and perhaps meet with him next week.

In his closing remarks, Mayor Guy reiterated that the Town had searched long and hard for a water tank site that would address the issue of placing more water flow at the southern end of town.  He said the Council knew that there would probably be some opposition to any location in southern Surf City that was selected as a site for an additional water storage tank.  Mayor Guy further stated that the Council was open to realistic alternatives from Crutchfield Avenue property owners that would equally accomplish the needed purpose, as well as being willing to entertain any alternative site to Crutchfield Avenue provided 1) the cost was comparable to or less than the cost of the property under contract, 2) that the property was available for sale to the Town, 3) that the Town’s engineers and fire department agreed that the site would provide reasonably equal benefits in improving fire flows for the southern end of Town, and 4) that the site had less apparent effect on residents and more general acceptability than the site being considered.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:52 a.m.

_________________________




__________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

Town of Surf City

Special Council Meeting Minutes – Closed Session

February 2, 2002
Council discussed the format of the meeting with Crutchfield Avenue property owners, and consulted with engineers from Engineering Services, P.A. and Criser and Troutman Consulting Engineers and fire department personnel.

_________________________




__________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

