Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

September 4, 2001

Mayor Guy called the September meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m., and Councilman Medlin gave the invocation.  Also present for the meeting were Nelva Albury, mayor pro tempore, Donald Helms, Donald Luther, and Dexter Blizzard, council members, Charles Lanier, town attorney, Patrick Thomas, town manager, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the August 7 meeting were unanimously approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and second by Councilman Medlin.

Memorial Resolution-Floyd Stewart

A resolution memorializing Floyd Stewart and his contribution to the Town was unanimously adopted by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Medlin.

Recognitions

Mayor Guy recognized the town manager’s fine efforts in securing another $200,000 CAMA grant for the Town (for the second year in a row), and the town clerk for attaining the second level in the Master Municipal Clerk program.

Pender East EMS Contract Renewal

Councilman Medlin moved to renew the updated contract with Pender East EMS that establishes that the agreement is year-to-year, requires that Pender East provide the Town with an annual audit and financial statements, if requested, and that Pender East retain significant liability insurance.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

White Hills Beach Crossovers

Mr. Paul Brant, 124 Sea Gull Court, requested that the Town consider taking over the private beach accesses in the White Hills Beach area.  Mr. Thomas recommended that the Town indicate its willingness to accept ownership and/or easement rights to any of the beach accesses conditional on the subdivision, through a majority of its homeowner’s association members requesting such a transfer, a title search-paid by the benefiting neighborhood-clearly establishing ownership, and a warranty deed offered to the Town by a qualified property owner or owners.  Mr. Thomas pointed out that any accesses accepted by the Town would be open for the general public to use, and not restricted to certain subdivision residents.  Motion was made by Councilman Luther to follow the town manager’s recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Fire Truck Acquisition Request

Surf City Fire Department requested that the Town purchase, as soon as possible, a new pumper truck to replace the 1974 Ford FMC/John Bean.  Mr. Thomas informed Council that the Fire Department has been obtaining price quotations, and that the cost of a new equipped truck would probably be around $200,000.  Mr. Thomas presented several options for Council’s consideration.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to go with the town manager’s second recommendation – that the Town conduct its own bid process and that the bid options include a truck and a truck with financing, to allow the Town to compare total costs and maintain the option of seeking financing from a bank instead of a vendor.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.  It was also the consensus of Council to not incur installment debt for a period greater than five years.
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Legislative Redistricting Resolution

Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to adopt the resolution requesting that the General Assembly include Surf City in a district similar to the House District that Surf City is currently in.

Parking Restriction for 1000 Block of North Shore Drive

Motion by Councilman Luther, second by Councilman Helms to adopt the ordinance restricting parking adjacent to developed lots in the 1000 block of North Shore Drive between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

Nuisance Abatement on Town Property

An ordinance regulating nuisance conditions on public (municipal) property was unanimously adopted by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second by Councilman Luther.

Bike Route Realignment in the Downtown Area

Because of safety and aesthetic issues, Councilman Medlin moved that the Town request NCDOT approval to reroute the bike path route to follow South New River Drive and Kinston Avenue instead of Roland Avenue and South Topsail Drive.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Appointments

*Bill Feige was appointed to the Local Firemen’s Relief Fund Board of Trustees by motion of Councilman Helms.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.  Mr. Feige’s term will expire January 2003.

*The Town is presently without an extraterritorial representative on the Planning Board, and there are no applications in the talent bank.  Joy Rhodes, who currently serves on the Board of Adjustment is interested in moving to the Planning Board as the representative of Surf City’s ETJ. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to appoint Mrs. Rhodes to the Planning Board.  

Consent Agenda-Budget Amendment for Fire Equipment Reserve Fund, Beautification Easement at the Town Entrance, and a Revision (change in ownership names only) of the Eagles Beachwear Site Plan

The consent agenda was adopted by motion of Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Public Forum

*Frank Mitchell, 1123 S. Topsail Drive, expressed concern over folks walking across the dunes.  

*Linda Batson, 338 Sea Manor Drive, asked for additional information concerning the beautification easement given to the Town.

*Gerald Guine, 1205 S. Topsail Drive, asked if the Town had authority to post signs and regulate traversing the dunes on private property.

*Jim Sly inquired about the status of a street map for the whole island.

*Bud Wamsley asked for clarification of the bike paths route, and was troubled about bikers crossing Roland Avenue on New River Drive where there is no stoplight.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved that Mr. Thomas contact Laney Wilson for help with a pedestrian crossing signal.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.
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*Steve Hogan, 910 Broadway Street, addressed Council concerning noise ordinance clarification, especially with enforcement between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  He also questioned whether Mr. Outlaw got a noise permit for last weekend.

Council Forum

*Councilman Blizzard thanked the audience for attending the meeting.

*Councilman Medlin announced the fishing tournament scheduled Oct 19-21, thanked the citizens for attending the Council meeting and invited them to attend future meetings, and thanked Mr. Thomas for his successful work in acquiring grant funds for the Town.

*Mayor Pro Tem Albury expressed appreciation to the town manager and staff for their hard work, especially the town manager for his work on the park and bike path grants applications.  She thanked everyone for coming, and complimented the Planning Board on the job it does.

*Councilman Luther thanked folks for coming to the meeting.

*Councilman Helms thanked everyone for the expressions of sympathy when his mother passed away recently, thanked the residents for attending the meeting, and thanked Mr. Thomas for submitting successful grant applications on behalf of the Town.

*Mayor Guy said that he was fortunate to work with the current Council, and applauded the progress that had been made.  He complimented the media on the kind articles about beach renourishment and grant fund awards.  He indicated that he met with the town manager to study the sales tax options from Onslow County, and that a reimbursement change based on ad valorem tax values instead of population would generate close to $100,000 additional funding for the Town. He thanked the fire department, police department, other employees, and Mr. Thomas for his efforts in producing revenue through fine grants applications, and thanked the members of the many advisory boards that serve the Town.

Town Manager Reports

*Mr. Thomas proposed recognizing volunteers who serve on Town appointed advisory boards and committees.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to follow the town manager’s recommendation and schedule a reception on October 25 (the time to be determined) to thank the volunteers for their assistance.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

*A voting delegate and an alternate voting delegate need to be designated for the upcoming NCLM annual conference.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to designate the mayor as the voting delegate and the mayor pro tem as the alternate voting delegate.

*NCLM asked whether Surf City wants to nominate someone from our area or nearby jurisdiction to the League Board of Directors.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to nominate Mayor Guy.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

*Action on League goals and policies will be recommended at next month’s meeting in preparation for the conference.

*Mr. Thomas invited Council members to attend next week’s public hearing in Wilmington on the new proposed CAMA guidelines.

*The town manager shared a letter received from Bob Nolley concerning hurricane re-entry procedures, and recommended that the letter and any other suggestions be referred back to the Hurricane Re-entry Committee. Motion was made by Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to call a re-entry committee meeting to discuss the proposal from Mr. Nolley, and to appoint Mr. Nolley to the committee.
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Closed Session-Property Acquisition & Consultation with Legal Counsel

Council went into closed session at 8:30 p.m. by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and second by Councilman Luther for the purpose of property acquisition and consultation with the town attorney.

Council returned to open session at 9:15 p.m. 

A special meeting to review the Strategic Plan adopted by Council earlier this year will be held September 11, 5:00 p.m., at Town Hall.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned.

________________________




__________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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Mr. Thomas informed Council of two lots on N. Shore Drive behind the Mermaid that are for sale.  It was the consensus of Council not to try to purchase them at this time.  

Batts Properties, Inc. approached the Town about purchasing some marshland area adjacent to the new park site.  The property is approximately 33 acres.  Councilman Helms moved to let the town manager negotiate with the property owner, using the tax value as a guideline.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

The closing date of the Black property was projected for September 27.  The Blacks notified their tenants of the sale of the property.  The majority of the tenants said they received notices in July notifying them to move by September 10, 2001.  The Town received instructions from the Blacks to discontinue water service to the park at the end of September.  Folks were busily moving things last weekend.  With the Yow property, a courtesy request was sent to the tenants notifying them of discontinuance of water service.  Mr. Thomas recommended that, once water was turned off, it would not be turned on again.  He suggested securing the area, posting a “No Trespassing” sign and prohibiting entrance to the site except for folks removing their personal property, and notifying them that as of a certain date, they could not have access to the property without specific permission from the Town.  Attorney Lanier advised against making them pay rent if the mobile homes were left on the property after a date certain, which would create a formal landlord-tenant relationship.  The Town has asked for proof of notice from the Blacks to the tenants.  He recommended that immediately after taking possession of the property, the Town send a letter to each tenant giving notice for them to remove their property.   It was the consensus of Council to “scare and collect what we can”.   Mr. Thomas questioned the point at which the Town could remove the property if the demand for removal by the owner was not followed.  Mr. Lanier advised the Town to give notice, remove the property, and, if feasible, sue for costs.  Mr. Thomas estimated that the cost to remove a mobile home would be between $1500 and $1800, and the Town could possibly expect problems with half the mobile home owners.  The town manager encouraged Council not to give extensions to the tenants, and not permit occupancy after October 1; if a hardship exits, the owner can contact the town manager for assistance.  It was the consensus of Council to follow Mr. Thomas’s recommendations.  Mr. Thomas reported that different things in different cases could be used to nudge people as quickly as possible, and still try to be reasonable.  His goal was mid to late winter to have everything off the property.  The PARTF grant will not allow mobile homes to remain on the property.  Mr. Thomas has negotiated with folks about purchase of their docks.  Of the sales concluded, all were purchased at a cost of less than $1000.  Mr. Thomas spoke with Mr. Vann today about purchase of his docks, the large one near the bridge, which is a floating and a fixed dock with a large deck area, and fixed mechanisms for a boat.  Mr. Vann indicated that he wanted about $5,000 for the docks, but Mr. Thomas believed he could buy it for $4000 or less.  Councilman Helms also spoke with Mr. Vann today, who told him he would accept $3500.  It was the consensus of Council to offer $3500.  Mr. Thomas and the building inspector looked at six-seven more piers that were structurally sound.  The State can begin construction of the boat ramp when the CAMA permit is issued.

Council returned to open session at 9:15 p.m.

______________________ 




________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk           



A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

