Surf City Town Council Meeting

Minutes

July 10, 2001

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Councilman Medlin gave the invocation.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Luther, Helms, and Blizzard, town attorney Charles Lanier, town manager Patrick Thomas, and town clerk Janet Chamblee were also present for the meeting.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the May 29 special meeting were approved by motion of Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

Minutes of the June 5 regular meeting were approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Minutes of the June 8 special meeting were approved by motion of Councilman Luther, second by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Minutes of the June 12 special meeting were approved by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

Public Hearing & Approval of Minor Site Plans Amendment

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m. for comments on the proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance to streamline the process of minor site plans review.  The proposed amendment, recommended in response to one of Council’s Strategic Goals, would not require applicants to wait until the regularly scheduled meetings of the Planning Board and Town Council.  A three-person committee consisting of the Mayor or a designated Council member, the Planning Board chairman or a designated Planning Board member, and the Town Manager or a designated staff member would review the minor site plan, and could be approved by the unanimous vote of the committee. Minor site plans that were not approved could be submitted to the Planning Board for review and approval or disapproval.  No one present wished to comment and the public hearing was closed at 7:05 p.m. and the regular meeting was reconvened.  Motion was made by Councilman Blizzard, second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to adopt the proposed amendment, attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference, as presented.  

Public Hearing & Approval of Minor Subdivision Plat Review Amendment 

The public hearing for comments on the subdivision ordinance amendment for processing minor subdivision plats was opened at 7:06 p.m. by Mayor Guy.  The minor subdivision plat review recommendation, made to Council by the Planning Board, was a companion piece to the recommendation for minor site plans.  A definition of minor subdivisions and the review process are contained in the proposed amendment.  A three-person committee made up of designees from the Town Council, Planning Board, and staff would also determine the approval of minor subdivision plats.  No one present wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:08 p.m., and the regular meeting reconvened.  Councilman Medlin moved to adopt the proposed subdivision ordinance amendment attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.

Public Hearing & Approval of Remote Parking Amendment

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. for comments on an amendment to the zoning ordinance regarding off-street parking for businesses.    The proposed amendment reduces the percentage of allowable remote parking, requires that it be closer to the business, that the parking be clearly marked, and includes notification requirements if the land is leased or ownership changes.  No one present wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:12 p.m.  
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Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to follow the Planning board’s recommendation, and adopt the remote parking amendment attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.

Charter Communications Update 

Patti Severt, General Manager of Charter Communications, addressed Council concerning the upgrade of their system in Surf City and Topsail Beach.  They are in the final phases of the upgrade process, and within a week will launch 20 analogue channels.  Within a month, pipeline internet on high speed access will be available.  The improvements in the system, digital technology as well as the pipeline, have taken time.  When complete, approximately 34 pay per view channels will be offered as well as 20 additional movie channels.  The company has invested $34 million in the upgrade.  Charter Communications will move into a 4,400 square foot building in the Hampstead area, which will also help improve their customer services.  The Holly Ridge office will remain open for technical purposes as well as customer service.  Ms. Severt indicated that a new building to support new technology would probably be open in Holly Ridge in 2002.  She will meet with Don Betz, Holly Ridge town manager, to arrange for customers to drop off their payments at Holly Ridge Town Hall.   There was discussion about charges and additional channels.  Ms. Severt indicated that customers could receive 68 channels without a digital receiver, but that a digital receiver would be required for movie channels.

Tiffany’s Motel Addition Site Plan

The Planning Board recommends approval of the Tiffany’s Motel site plan, which calls for an additional 14 rooms on the north side of New River Drive.   Mayor Pro tem Albury moved to approve the site plan for Tiffany’s Motel addition.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

Waves Beachwear Site Plan Revision

The revised site plan includes desired changes recommended by the Planning Board and Town staff.  The revised site plan for Waves Beachwear was unanimously approved by motion of Councilman Helms and second by Councilman Blizzard.

Sewer Improvements Bid Award for Annexation Area

Low bidder to install sewer improvements in the annexation area was Billy D. Johnson Contractors of Four Oaks.  Mr. Johnson, who is familiar with Surf City, submitted a bid of $785,276.15.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, second by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to award the contract to install sewer improvements in the annexation area to Billy D. Johnson Contractors.

Waterfront Park Site Name

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to name the waterfront park Surf City Sound Park.  There was no second to the motion.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Albury, second by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried to name the park Surf City Soundside Park.  

Consent Agenda-Resolution of Appreciation for Congressman McIntyre, Resolution Authorizing Execution of CAMA Planning Grant, Parking Restrictions on South Shore Drive at Crosswinds, Resolution Designating Map Review Officers for the Town, Resolution to Onslow County Requesting Occupancy Tax Funds for Use in Beach Renourishment, and Resolution to NCDOT 
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Requesting Widening of NC Highway 50/210 to the End of the Surf City Limits

The consent agenda was unanimously adopted by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Luther.

Planning Board Appointments

Councilman Helms moved to reappoint Dave Holsinger and John (Trapper) Cramer to the Planning board, and to reappoint Al Alphin as an alternate member.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Blizzard and unanimously carried.  Due to the Town’s small extraterritorial jurisdiction, it was the consensus of Council to appoint one representative to the Planning Board from the ETJ area.  

Public Forum

*Jerry Guine asked if there was a Beach Renourishment Committee meeting on Thursday.

*Tim Thomas asked if the Town had a fraternization policy.

*Joe Grant questioned when the sewer project would begin on Little Kinston Road.

Council Forum

*Councilman Blizzard thanked the staff for their work and the citizens for attending the Council meeting.

*Councilman Medlin echoed Councilman Blizzard’s appreciation to staff and citizens.

*Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked the police department for the traffic control after the Town’s fireworks display, and thanked all those who arranged the display and had any part in it.  She indicated that she had heard only good comments about the display, and the 89 boats coming back into the channel at Old Settlers Beach looked like a flotilla.

*Councilman Luther complimented the Planning Board on their efforts and hard work to provide the Town Council with complete information and thoughtful recommendations.

*Councilman Helms thanked the public for attending the meeting, said that fireworks were great and hoped that the Town could improve the display each year, and thanked the police department, fire department, and Station 1200 for their cooperation.

*Mayor Guy expressed appreciation that Surf City was moving forward toward a family oriented environment, and echoed the appreciation expressed to the police and fire departments.  He also thanked the fire department for their assistance with the Holly Ridge fireworks, and he thanked the citizens for attending the Council meeting.

Manager Reports

*The Town received almost $3,000 as distribution of funds from a drug arrest.  The money must be earmarked for drug enforcement activities.

*There was a fairly significant gas spill at the Friendly Mart (the second spill at this location).  The fire department and NC HASMAT team were on the scene for 8 hours.

*In a communication from the FCC, it appears that the Town’s license will be returned.

*Spencer Rogers with Sea Grant met with some elected officials, citizens, and beach renourishment committee members last week as a follow-up to the Holmberg technology.  The thrust of the meeting was that the Holmberg technique is a groin structure, which in Mr. Rogers’s view could be somewhat appropriate, but he did not suggest that the technology would be the most effective.

*The Town received numerous compliments on the fireworks presentation.  Mr. Thomas complimented the police department on the excellent traffic control, public works department for
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work on the signs and parking area, the town clerk for her assistance with the fireworks company, and Mike Halstead and Bob Chace for their suggestion about the new launch location.

*The police department wants to experiment with new approaches to traffic control, some of which would require DOT approval.  If approved, DOT will supply signs to route southbound traffic on N. New River Drive traffic to North Topsail Drive to the stop light, and to route northbound traffic on South Topsail Drive to Kinston Avenue and then to S. New River Drive.

Town Attorney Report

The town attorney reported that he had nothing to report because of the Town’s fine manager and staff, and the Council’s reasonable actions.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. by motion of Councilman Blizzard, second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

_______________________




_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

