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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

December 2, 2008
Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Medlin gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Councilwoman Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Director Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.
Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy presented the Proclamations for the Home of the Month for December to Paul & Vicky Farris for their property located at 105 Sea Urchin Ct. and the Business of the Month for December to Alison Lucien owner of Indigo Marsh at 602B Roland Ave.
Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the November 5, 2008 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:04 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on satellite annexation of 1.21 acres located on McClammy Road and is owned by Adolemaiu-Bey.

Manager Moore stated that the Town received a request for voluntary annexation of property located on McClammy Road belonging to Adolemaiu-Bey of 1.21 acres. Petition was submitted to the clerk on October 20, 2008 and the clerk did do her certificate of sufficiency. The Planning Board recommends that if this property is annexed that it would be zoned at R-15 Residential. 
No public comment.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:06 P.M.

Councilman Helms made a motion to approve the satellite annexation of 1.21 acres located on McClammy Road, owned by Adolemaiu-Bey, and to set the zoning that was recommended by the Planning Board to R-15 Residential. Mayor Pro Tem Medlin seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. Copy of Ordinance is attached to these minutes.
Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:08 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on satellite annexation of .47 acres located at 81 Old House Road is owned by Joel & Linda Register.

Manager Moore stated that the Town received a request for voluntary annexation of property located at 81 Old House Road belonging to Joel & Linda Register of .47 acres. Petition was submitted to the clerk on August 8, 2008 and the clerk did do her certificate of sufficiency. The Planning Board recommends that if this property is annexed that it would be zoned at C-3 Commercial. 
No public comment.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:10 P.M.

Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the satellite annexation of .47 acres located at 81 Old House Road, owned by Joel & Linda Register, and to set the zoning that was recommended by the Planning Board to C-3 Commercial. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. Copy of Ordinance is attached to these minutes.
Identity Theft Prevention Program/Red Flag Rules
Finance Director Jane Kirk stated that the Federal Trade Commission requires that all organizations subject to the legislation must develop and implement a written “Identity Theft Prevention Program” to detect, prevent and mitigate identity theft in connection with the opening of certain new and certain existing accounts.  

The new rules to all municipal utilities and other operations that provide a service for which payment is deferred until a future date.  The definition of “creditor” in the rules specifically includes “utility providers”.

The deadline for the adoption of the Program was November 1, 2008; however, they have granted a 6 months extension in order for everyone to have time to implement the program.  

Councilwoman Helms made a motion to approve the Identity Theft Prevention Program/Red Flag Rules Policy. Councilman Medlin seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Tax Releases

Finance Clerk Jane Kirk presented a list of tax releases that were initiated by the County due to clerical errors.  

Councilwoman Albury made the motion to approve the tax releases. Motion was second by Councilman Helms and unanimously approved. List of released taxes are attached to these minutes.
2009 Regular Council Meeting Schedule

Election Day is on the first Tuesday of the month, therefore the November Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 4th.

For all other months the proposed schedule sets the regular Council meeting dates for the first Tuesday of each month.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to approve the 2009 Regular Council Meeting Schedule. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Beach House Marina Conditional Use Permit

Beach House Marina has requested an extension of their Conditional Use Permit.
11-30-99 
Treasure Coast Yacht Club & Marina issued Conditional Use Permit for dry stack boat storage facility.

12-6-01
Beach House Marina issued Conditional Use Permit for dry boat storage facility, which expired 1-1-07.

11-8-06 
Beach House Marina issued Conditional Use Permit for dry boat storage facility, which will expire 1-1-08.

9-4-07
Beach House Marina issued Conditional Use Permit for dry boat storage facility, which will expire 1-1-09

Staff recommends the Town extend the permit for one year with expiration date of 1-1-10 and comply with current development standards. 

Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the extension of the Conditional Use Permit with the expiration date now being 1-1-10. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Wastewater System UPDATE & WATER SYSTEM UPDATE
Gus Simmons, Cavanaugh & Associates
Mainland Pump Station: 

The project was advertised just before Thanksgiving, with Bid Opening scheduled for January 27, 2009. This will enable the project to be constructed within the Town’s financing plans and Capital Improvements Plan relative to the project. It is anticipated that it will take six months for the project to be substantially complete. At that time, the gravity sewer along Hwy 50 from Hwy 210 to Little Kinston Road will be directed to this pump station, along with several smaller pump stations.

Surf City Wastewater Treatment Facilities
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP): Work has continued to progress well at the WWTP in November. The pouring of concrete walls has continued for the SBR tanks, and completion of a small section of wall that had to be replaced is all that remains. A significant amount of site piping has also been installed, as well as the major electrical components, including the motor control centers and pump control panels. The lab building is nearly complete with the mechanical and electrical installations. The headworks, disinfection, effluent pump station, and filters are all in place and lack only minor work to complete. The project continues on schedule. A final adjustment Change Order is expected upon completion of the project, including some additional deducts that are planned. Overall, the project is expected to come in very near the original contract price.

Juniper Swamp Forcemain: Work progressed well on this project in November. Approximately 99% of the pipeline has been installed. The infiltration basin at Juniper Swamp is also complete, and the Contractor has been working to install the drainage system, which is very deep and a time consuming process. The project progressed more or less in accordance with plan in November (the Contractor projected that he would be finished by the end of November), which is significantly ahead of schedule. At this time, there are no pending or proposed Change Orders for this project.

Phase 2 Disposal at Juniper Swamp: Cavanaugh and the Town have a meeting with the staff of Construction Grants & Loans on December 10, 2008 to discuss Surf City’s participation in the State Revolving Fund loan program to finance the remaining disposal at this site.

Surf City Recreation Park Upgrade
Cavanaugh has completed the design plans for all aspects of the project, save the restroom facility and concessions building, which is currently underway. At this time, our staff are also performing final design reviews and preparing the permit applications for submission to the appropriate state agencies. Given this, it is anticipated that the project will be ready for bid within 60 days, so that construction may commence in early spring to take advantage of the correct season for establishing the vegetation.

Surf City Parking and Transportation Plan
A meeting is scheduled for this week with local business leaders to discuss the recommendations from the plan.

Surf City Island Sidewalks
Cavanaugh has completed the revised maps for the Master Plan, and will present the Master Plan for Town Staff review within the next 2 weeks.
Subdivision Preliminary Plan -Sutton Place

Town Planner Todd Rademacher stated that the developer, Barry Sutton, is requesting preliminary approval for a 6-lot subdivision located on Highway 210 across from the entrance from the Saltwater Landing subdivision.  The property is 1.77 acres in size and is zoned R-10 residential.  This zoning will allow for subdivision of land on minimum 10,000 square foot lots.  R-10 allows for the construction of single-family homes as well as duplexes.  The proposed subdivision could have a maximum build out of 12 units.  

The submitted plans show compliance with landscaping sidewalks and storm water controls.  The developer has submitted plans for water and sewer and these plans have been reviewed by the Town’s engineer and the Department for Compliance.

The project creates a new road that will be stubbed out for future connectivity to the large vacant tract behind the property.  Also, a temporary turn around for emergency vehicles will be placed on the site until road connectivity is completed.  After several meetings with the NCDOT the entrance will be a right in/right out due to the fact that a line up with Saltwater Landing Drive was not possible.  This subdivision requires one street light with its location being determined by Jones-Onslow electric.

Storm water has been designed by the developer’s engineers and will be required to receive approval by the State.

NCDOT will also be required to approve the road access to highway 210.

The Planning Board recommends approval of the Sutton Place Subdivision.

Councilman Helms made a motion to approve the Sutton Place Subdivision Sketch Plan. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Forum

Jack Solak, 2408 S. Shore Drive, stated that friends and neighbors have asked when the town was going to push sand.  The escarpment is bad and crossovers are just hanging.  Island Oak subdivision had to rebuild their crossover because of lost of sand and some are ready to cave in.  If we go down 1’ then it would help and not hurt the environment. Houses are in danger.  Stated neighbor was willing to pay for their own pushing and he is too if Surf City is not willing to do it.  

September 27 in the Jacksonville Newspaper Town Manager Moore was quoted saying that the whole place is going to qualify for pushing sand but we need to get an emergency permit from CAMA because of turtle season. We are past turtle season and we can not wait for FEMA money. 

In today’s paper Galveston County Judge Jim Yarbrough tells of receiving word on September 12 as Ike closed in on Galveston that FEMA was sending him $1.8 M of requested $3M for storm clean up from Hurricane Rita 3 years before. It took them 3 years to get a little money for 30 miles of debris.
Surf City is progressive, we take a positive approach and have pushed before and we hope you will push again.
Councilman Fowler asked that if the town got the required permits that his community was willing to help pay for it to be done.

Councilman Curley stated the Mike Moore and Christina Watkins are outstanding individuals when it comes to the beach. The original study after the storm this fall showed that there was not enough sand on the berm (beach) that protects the dune.  It is very, very important.  The dune protects the house, the berm protects the dune.  When you do not have a berm and are short sand on the berm then you do not have any protection at all for your dune.
Mike Moore, staff, other town managers, and other towns have been working together to get the federal government to provide Topsail Beach to haul in sand and place it in location.  It passed everything, they said that yes we need it, until it got to the executive branch of federal government and they refused to sign it.  That just happened within last month. Now the decision is what do we do now.  There is no way the town can afford to haul in sand and put it on the beach.  Staff has been talking about pushing but what are they going to push.  They are going to push the berm, leaving the dune vulnerable. When you talk about Beach Nourishment you don’t just talk of the people who live on the beach, 1st row, 2nd row or intracoastal. This council has to talk about the entire town.  We have to think about everyone, Beach Nourishment 5 years from now, when are we going to push again, and intermediate pushing.  But right now the end of November and the 1st of December the bad stuff is gone and we are now gaining sand. You gained an inch, I gained a foot.  I have seen some places get 2-3 feet in last 2 months.  But that is the way nature is, it does what it wants.  

What we need to do in my opinion is to wait and see. Rather than go out and take our berm which is protecting our dunes and leave our dunes vulnerable again. 

There are towns that keep pushing and pushing and they don’t gain anything.

He stated that he recommended waiting and let Manager Moore and Christina Watkins watch the beach very closely and keep in contact with the contractor and if we pick up more sand and maybe push in February.

We can’t just think of Oceanside, first, second of third row or lots that in 1996 houses got wiped out and they think we should build them up to rebuild a house on them.  We can’t do that.  What we have to do as a Council is to take everyone in consideration.

Manager Moore and Christina Watkins take everyone in consideration.  That is their job and they do an outstanding job of it.  

Councilman Helms made a motion to not push sand at this time, revisit data in February, and to keep monitoring beach. Mayor Pro Tem Medlin seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously
Tim Hodell, 502 N. Shore Drive, stated that the Christmas decorations on the light poles look great but that when you get on N. Shore Drive it looks like garbage can alley.  
Mayor Guy stated that with the start of the curbside recycling in January that the Town is looking into ways to handle getting the carts moved back.
Council Forum 

Councilman Helms thanked everyone for coming, and hope that everyone had a good Thanksgiving.  He asked everyone to be careful with Christmas trees and candles and wished everyone a very Merry Christmas.
Councilman Fowler thanked every for coming.
Parks & Rec. Director Grubb 
· Breakfast with Santa - December 13th 8-10am at Community Center.

· Giving Tree – Sponsoring 9 kids and 6 adults through 4C’s.

· Gilligan’s Children Christmas Party - December 21st 12:00pm at Community Center.
Councilwoman Albury thanked everyone for coming and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin thanked everyone for coming and stated that he feels that the Onslow County taxes are unfairly evaluated and wants the town to be proactive and ask Pender and Onslow County Commissioners for fair taxes for our citizens and seniors. 
Councilman Curley made a motion to have staff form a resolution to Onslow and Pender County Commissioners and to bring it to the next meeting to be reviewed.  Mayor Pro Tem Medlin seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Councilman Curley 
Thanked everyone for being here and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Topsail Island Shoreline Protection Commission is afraid that our federal project may be set aside or pushed to the rear as other projects are funded.  The beach nourishment project is an infrastructure project.  The Army Corp of Engineers has calculated that the Topsail Beach study which is about a year ahead of us will produce gains of $9M a year for the businesses and federal government with beach nourishment, based on 2007 prices.
We need everyone to contact their Senators and Representatives and let them know.  Staff will be putting a link on the town website to send a letter to your representatives.
If we can convince the federal government, our Senators, and our House Representatives members that if they will give us the money as part of their economic stimulus package then we can possibly do what the Army Corp of Engineers calls a 206 and pay for the project with that type of money. 
Mayor Guy 
· Read thank you card from Buddy & LaNae Fowler for the flowers for her father.
· Four Town Meeting January 15th with Lt. Governor Walter Dalton as speaker.

· Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year.
Manager Report
No report at this time.

Town Attorney Report
No report at this time.
Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. upon the motion by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

Patricia E. Arnold, CMC Town Clerk                                    A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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