Surf City Council Meeting

Minutes – November 8, 2000

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m., and Councilman Luther gave the invocation.  Also present for the meeting were council members Albury, Medlin, Blizzard, and Helms, town attorney Lanier, town manager Thomas, and finance officer Kirk.

Approval of Minutes 

September 5 regular meeting minutes were approved by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

September 25 workshop meeting minutes were approved by motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.  

October 3 regular meeting minutes were approved by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Public Hearing-Establishment of Verifiable Percentage Goal for Participation by Minority Businesses in Building Contracts

The public hearing was opened at 7:07 p.m.  No one wished to comment and the hearing was closed.

Motion by Councilman Luther, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to adopt the resolution attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference establishing a verifiable percentage goal of ten percent for participation by minority businesses in building contracts of $100,000 or more.

Audit Report–FY 1999-2000
Lynn Taylor of Goodson & Taylor, CPA’s presented the audit report for the previous fiscal year.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried to accept the audit report.

Surplus Property Resolution Amendment 

By motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried, the resolution changing the auction date to November 18 and declaring additional equipment surplus to the needs of the Town was adopted. 

Travel and Tourism Resolution

The Resort Towns Association encouraged its members to adopt a resolution reminding legislators of the important role that travel and tourism plays in the state’s economy.  Mayor Guy pointed out that vacation rentals are a primary source of income in resort areas, and the early opening of schools harms local and state economy, and affects the employment pool because many of the summer workers also leave in the middle of summer to return to school.  At the recent League of Municipalities annual meeting, the Surf City Council asked other resort towns to assist in trying to get school openings delayed until after Labor Day.  The resolution attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference was adopted by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

Resolutions Allocating State Funds to Councils of Government that Serve Surf City

Motion by Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to approve the resolutions allocating state funds to the Cape Fear Council of Governments and the Eastern Carolina Council. 
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Advisory Board Appointments

Wanda Batts was appointed to the Recreation Advisory Committee by motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

John (Trapper) Cramer was appointed to complete Michael Daigneault’s term on the Planning Board by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.

Town Credit Card Authorization

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to authorize application for a credit card that can be used for employee travel-related expenses.  The card will be kept in the custody of the finance officer and issued to employees as needed.

Meetings and Event Scheduling 

The January Council meeting was changed to Monday, January 8, 2001, at 7 p.m. by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Motion by Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried, for the Town to host an open house & reception (for the town manager) at the new Public Works/Emergency Operations Center located on Juniper Lane from 5:00-6:00 p.m. on December 5, 2000.  

A winter retreat was scheduled for January 20, 2001, at 8:30 a.m. by motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.  The location will be announced.

Tax Releases

Motion by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to release the taxes attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.

Facsimile Signature for Checks

Motion was made by Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to authorize a facsimile signature stamp for signing checks. 

Public Forum

Jack Solak, 2408 S. Shore Drive, indicated that he had been out of town for four months.  He thought that everything looked good, but he was concerned about a couple of lights that shine on the road at the Wings building.

Council Forum

* Mayor Guy read a proclamation honoring Don Helms for his years of service with the NC Highway Patrol.

* Councilman Blizzard suggested that the Town present some acknowledgement for citizens who make donations for the park, bike path, etc. 

* Councilman Medlin thanked town staff for sending out the newsletters, and especially thanked the town manager for securing more than $750,000 in aid and grants for the Town.  

*Mayor Pro Tem Albury said that she also appreciated the newsletter, and complimented town employees on the jobs they do.  She asked if the North Topsail Drive centerline could be painted.

* Councilman Luther expressed appreciation for the volunteers on Town committees.  He, the town manager, and several Beach Renourishment Committee members will attend a seminar in Wrightsville Beach Friday and Saturday; he’ll have a report at the December meeting.  He also    
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asked for a report on the town employees’ picnic.

*Mayor Guy wants the state to clean the storm drains and sod the areas around the drains to help prevent the drains from filling with sand.  He announced that he met with Mike Easley last Thursday.  Governor-elect Easley is a supporter of beach renourishment, and pledged to be in touch with Mayor Guy after he gets in office.  

* Councilman Helms thanked the Council for the proclamation, and invited everyone to attend his retirement dinner tomorrow evening at Topsail High School.  He said that he liked the way the EOC looks, and hoped that he road could be paved.  He thanked the citizens for coming and encouraged others to attend the meetings and provide input.

Manager’s Report

* Mr. Thomas presented a calendar of upcoming events. 

* Demolition of the condemned structure at 2717-B S. Shore Drive has been completed.  

* He will meet soon with the Recreation and Advisory Committee about applying for additional grants. He met with two officials from the state at the old landfill site on J. H. Batts Road.  They indicated that the site can be used if there is no grading or changes to the site.  Areas that have settled will need some fill dirt.  The site would be a good soccer or other ball field. The Town will need authorization from the county to proceed with use of the site.

* The Chamber of Commerce annual banquet will be held November 18 at the Assembly Building.

* Mr. Thomas will meet next week with the Wildlife Commission and CAMA representatives about the boat ramp for the waterfront park.

* The public access channel program is being handled by someone in Surf City because the cable company does not have the staff to manage the sessions.  

Closed Session – Real Estate Acquisition

Council went into closed session at 8 p.m. by motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried, to discuss real estate acquisition. 

Council returned to open session at 8:22 p.m. by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

______________________




__________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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Council discussed acquisition of the Black property that could be added to the water front access property, and applying for grant funds to construct a pier and restroom facilities.  Grant application deadline is January 31.  A decision needs to be made by December 1 in order to have the time necessary to submit an application.

Coastal Recreation has funds that may be available to the Town for development of the old landfill site.

Several possible sites were discussed for construction of a community center for the Town.  

The Town cannot close on the Yow property until all the trailers are moved.  The Yows are supposed to meet with Dr. Black next week to get an easement signed by the Blacks.  It was the consensus of Council for the mayor and town manager to meet with the Blacks concerning purchase of the Black property, also, after the easement is obtained by the Yows for their property.

Closing on the Broadway property is scheduled for next Thursday.

The town manager will try to reach Thomas Bland next week about purchasing property for an additional water tank.  Mr. Bland has been out of town, but should be back in town on Friday.

Councilman Medlin indicated that he might want to give 45-50 feet of property to the left of the beach access where the pier used to be in exchange for a tax credit.  Attorney Lanier suggested that he have the property appraised, and check on the annual tax credit he can receive.

Council returned to open session at 8:22 p.m. by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

